07/23/26  Started as Lordship Sunday School”. First 5 years in Lordship School with a few services in the     

                Lordship Casino.  William Davis first superintendent.

Jul 1923  Mr & Mrs Arthur Burritt donate 3 lots on Stratford Road. 150’ front 120’ deep. Highest point of  

                land in Lordship.

07/14/27  Barn on property is demolished and construction began on Church. Cost of $6,500.

10/30/27  Church School building completed.

Oct 1934  Lordship Church School property transferred to Lordship Community Church. LCS dissolved.

1932         Reverend Smith named first pastor. Various guest preachers before.

01/01/35  Rev Smith moves to NJ.  Reverend Bronkema becomes interim preacher.

Sep 1936  Reverend Leslie Wood from Yale becomes preacher.

Sep 1939  Rev Wood becomes pastor after graduating.

Feb 1940  Church declines offer to become affiliate with Methodist Conference.

Mar 1940  Rev Wood resigns to join Methodist Conference in Stamford,CT.

Mar 1940  Reverend Luther Harshbarger named pastor.

Jul 1942    Reverend Luther Harshbarger resigns.

Nov 1942  Mr. Arthur Thompson named preacher.

Sep 1943  Reverend Milford Pribble named minister.

Sep 1943  Additional church pews & kneeling benches acquired from dismantling army camp in Lordship.

1943        Due to airport expansion, development of the church property is restricted. Option obtained on 4 

                lots on Prospect Drive. Unable to obtain option on fifth lot.

Jul 1945  Rev Pribble resigns.

Oct 1945  Reverend Dale Beittel named pastor.

Dec 1945 Property at 225 Ocean Avenue bought for parsonage by Eloise Sammis and rented to Church.

Aug 1947 Fours lots on Prospect Drive are cleared.

Oct 1947  Church joins Connecticut Council of Congregational-Chrisitian Churches


   Membership roster is 110 members. Lordship population about 750.

May 1948  Vincent Kethcam becomes Deacon until 1962.

Feb 1949  Rev Beittel leaves to join Methodist Church.

07/01/49  Reverend Buckner Coe becomes first full time minister.
03/24/49  Art Henderson, Bud Olsen & Cliff Hutchinson fly to Vermont to look at Brookfield Center         

                Church which is available. Church measures 46’ wide, 62’ long, 35’ high at ridge. Built in 1845. 

                Church buys church for $1.00.

07/11/49  Excavating for foundation at Stratford Road began. City of Bridgeport threatens to sue. Site is in 

                flight path of runway.

07/15/49  City of Bridgeport settles with Church. Church regrades land and starts foundation at Prospect 

                Drive.

07/22/49 Consolidated Building Wrecking Company delivers 20th and last load from Vermont.

04/09/50 Easter Sunday. First service in unfinished Church. 350 attend service.

05/28/50 Last service held in original church. Later sold as a residence, then Fraternal Order of Redmen and  

               later a Jehovah’s Witness Church until 1972. Currently a residence at 707 Stratford Road.

06/03/50 Cornerstone set. A block of Vermont granite with 2 dates, 1845 and 1949.

Apr 1953 Reverend Robert Meier named pastor. Served until February 1958.

Feb 1953 Church buys Olsen property at 143 Margherita Lawn for $20,000. Mortgage is paid off on 

                06/21/70.

Feb 1957 Addition of 30’ x 45’ started for 12 class rooms for Sunday School, Pastors study and church 

                office.

Jan 1958 Rev Meier moves to West Hartford.

Jun 195X Four columns and portico added from a Milford mansion.

Jan 1958 Reverend Everett Murphy named interim pastor.

Mar 1958 Reverend Alan Mather named pastor. Served until February 1966.


   The youth basketball team wins League Championship.

1961         Church affiliates with United Church of Christ.

Jan 1967  Reverend Ward Wilson named pastor. Served until November 1971.

Mar 1969 Dinner dances held at Our Lady of Peace Hall until 1976.

Mar 1972  Reverend John Shaw named pastor. Served until July 1979.

Aug 1979  Reverends Donald & Elizabeth Frazier John Shaw named interim ministers.

Jan 1980   Reverend John Collins named pastor. 

